BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
who has turned out to be a worthless character and
deserted her. Mr. Denham, who takes Benjamin into
his home and into his business and, seeing him so dili-
gent, intends an early promotion for him, suddenly dies.
The business is liquidated by the executors, leaving the
young man out of employment. In vain he searches for
work with other merchants. Keimer in the meantime
has apparently prospered and now offers to take him
back, secretly planning to discharge him after taking
advantage of the new printing skills Benjamin has
learned while in England. Franklin accepts, teaches
Keimer's apprentices, contributes his own new knowl-
edge of engraving, type-molding, and ink-making, and
then, Keimer growing intolerably offensive, walks out
after a bitter quarrel At the request of his fellow
workmen, who have as high a regard for him as they
have a low one for Keimer, he returns long enough to
carry through to success a new and difficult job of en-
graving paper money for the government of New Jer-
sery. To accomplish it he builds the first copperplate
press in America. In the course of this job he makes
friends with several officials of that province, some
sagacious men among them, who afterward become
very helpful to him.
This job done, he again withdraws from Keimer's
employment and now for the first time sets up in busi-
ness for himself. With the help of a friend, Meredith,
whose father supplies most of the capital, he founds
the firm of Franklin and Meredith in a building on
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